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As many of you know our Son (David Hope) now lives in America 

near to Niagara Falls. Recently the temperature dropped to –24 

degrees on that day David visited the Falls and photographed this 

scene , parts of the falls were frozen solid (from the Editor P Hope) 



Our Services this Month 

February 2018 

4th Feb. 2018   2nd Sunday before Lent 

9.30 am St. Francis  Holy communion 

11 am St Mary’s  All Age Worship 
 

11th Feb. 2018  Sunday Next before Lent 

9.30 am St. Francis  Morning Prayer 

11 am St Mary’s  Holy Communion 
 

14th Feb. 2018  Ash Wednesday 

7.30 pm St Mary’s  Holy Communion 
 

18th  Feb. 2018  1st Sunday of Lent 

9.30 am St. Francis  Holy Communion 

11.00 am St. Mary’s  Matins 
 

25th Feb. 2018  2nd Sunday of Lent 

9.30 am St Francis  MP 

11.00 am St Mary’s  Holy communion 
 

Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge Rev. Paul Watkin  01376 583930 

psgw100@aol.com 

Churchwarden Ann Clarke    01376 514825 

Churchwarden Peter Hope    01376 502605 

Rivenhall Contact Carole McCarthy  01376 512781 

Silver End Contact Ruth Aitken    01376 583846 

Musical Director Emmelia Van der Walt  07940 512407 
 

Please hand articles for the magazine to Peter Hope or contact by  

email peterhope@utilitywarehouse.org.uk by 18th of the month. 
 

Rivenhall Website     www.stmarysrivenhall.co.uk 

St Francis Silver End Website  www.st-francis.org.uk/ 

Find More information on our  activities by visiting our Facebook page 

search:-<THE PARISH OF RIVENHALL AND SILVER END> or follow the link 

on our Website (you will need a Facebook account to view this page) 
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Musings for Lent from your Team Vicar. 

I wonder what images come to your mind when you think about the 

word 'Love'? It's a interesting question for any of us to reflect upon, 

and especially during the month of February with Valentine's day on 

the 14th. Just as a recap as to the origins of the day: St Valentine is 

frequently identified as a Roman saint who was martyred around the 

year 273, at a time when persecution was occurring within the early 

church. Valentine is said to have blessed the relationships and mar-

riages of many young Christian couples – hence the association with 

him which we have today. So, perhaps not unexpectedly, just earlier 

this week whilst at a supermarket that I noticed for the first time 

this year Valentine's Day cards, and other associated things for sale. 

From the traditional flowers (though these would of course be better 

purchased nearer the time) and chocolates, to mugs, cuddly toys 

and other novelties all offered for sale. And indeed – there may be 

someone for whom you'll will buy something yourself. But is there 

not more to love than this? Well of course the answer is yes! 

It might be said that deep affectionate love may be shown through 

intimacy. Or perhaps you feel that a real demonstration of love for 

another is shown by being willing to go shopping at some late hour 

to a convenience store in the pouring rain, because your beloved will 

otherwise have no bread to make tomorrows lunch with . Perhaps 

the deepest love is that shown by a good parent toward their chil-

dren; something completely unconditional, pure, and being prepared 

to give all of one's self. 

Of course each of these are all examples of love – the giving of one-

self for another in one way or another, but what about the love which 

God has for us? 

Well if you've looked at a calendar for February you might have no-

ticed that February 14th this year is not only Valentine's Day, but Ash 

Wednesday too. Now at first thought, you'd be forgiven in thinking 

that these two occasions are in themselves at odds with one another. 

One being associated with romance and love, and often indulgence – 

perhaps including a special meal with a tempting dessert. The other 

when the word 'desert' would perhaps be more appropriate – the 

first of the 40 observed days of Lent, which echo the 40 days which 

Jesus spent in the wilderness following his own baptism by John, and 

prior to the start of his own public ministry. Furthermore, as Ash 

Wednesday is the very first day of Lent it is for many Christians a 

day of fasting (if not an especially simple diet), and the first day of 

contemplation of the season which proceeds the greatest festival of 
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the church: Easter. It will for many people also be the first day on 

which to start a Lenten discipline, such as giving up one or more of 

the luxuries of life, or the commitment to take on some extra time 

in prayer, meditation, or a particular good work – and in doing so, 

draw nearer in one's heart toward God. 

As the precursor to the greatest festival, indeed the very linchpin of 

the Christian faith – Easter, Lent also provides us with a deep and 

meaningful reminder of God's love for us. After all, for surely the 

principle reason for us to keep a Lenten discipline, is our response of 

love towards God, for the love which has already been shown to 

each of us by him through Jesus Christ (cf: John 3:16), and indeed 

the call for us to “love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 

with all your soul, and with all your mind” (Matthew 22:37) from the 

summary of the Law imparted to us by Jesus is an echo of the re-

sponse which we are called to make – but to make freely. For love 

cannot be forced from someone, but only given out of their own free

-will – in itself another of God's gifts to us. 

God's love for us is something greater than we can fully compre-

hend: as we have already thought about, so great that he gave all 

of himself through his son for us all, but also for each and every 

person individually too.  

So the question remains: What will you do on the 14th February this 

year? No doubt that may vary from person to person  , depending 

on their own circumstances, and what they feel is right for them.  

what ever you do, I leave you this final thought: Before we enter 

into the season of Lent this year in the middle of the month, let's 

each think about what we can do this year which might really draw 

us closer to God during the weeks ahead, and which might ready us 

even more for the joy of Easter when it comes. No doubt this will be 

different in one way or another for every person, but whatever you 

do, may it also be a reminder of God's eternal and limitless love for 

YOU though Jesus Christ our Lord, and be a natural response to this 

as well. 

 Paul Watkin. 
This Month ‘s Cover Picture 

On the 5th of January the weather in Buffalo (New York State 

where Niagara Falls is located) was reported as follows:- 

Wind Chill Warning in Western New York 
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Active for next 2 days · National Weather Service Posted 4 hours ago 

…”WIND CHILL WARNING REMAINS IN EFFECT UNTIL 7 AM EST 

SUNDAY. 7th January” 

“Dangerously cold wind chills expected. The dangerously cold wind 

chills will cause frostbite in as little as 10 minutes to exposed skin. 

Expect wind chills to range from -15 Centigrade below zero to -30 

centigrade below zero. Erie, Genesee, Wyoming, Livingston, Ontario, 

and Allegany counties. This is a potentially dangerous situation to be 

outdoors. If you must be outside, be sure to cover all exposed skin. 

Frostbite can occur in 15 minutes or less with apparent temperatures 

of 25 degrees C below zero or colder.” Can any one in this part of 

the world remember a similar situation here in the UK? 

 

The 50/50 Club December 2017 winners   
 

1st Mr T Ladkin,  2nd Mrs C Allars,  3rd Mrs S Brown.  
 

**************************** 

From the Registers January 2018 

Weddings  None  

Funerals   

Monday 8th January 2018 Dorothy May Taylor (Dot) 

Tuesday 9th January 2018 Mary Theresa Search 

Christenings  None 

************************** 

Collects and Reading For February 2018 

4th Feb 2nd Sunday before Lent 

All Age Worship 

Readings 

Proverbs 8:1,22-31 

Colossians 1:15-20 

John 1:1-14 

Collect 

Almighty God, 

give us reverence for all creation 
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and respect for every person, 

that we may mirror your likeness 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

11th Feb Sunday Next Before Lent 

Holy Communion 

Readings 

2 Kings 2:1-12 

2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

Mark 9:2-9 

Collect 

Holy God, 

you know the disorder of our sinful lives: 

set straight our crooked hearts, 

and bend our wills to love your goodness 

and your glory 

in Jesus Christ our Lord 

 

14th February Ash Wednesday 

Holy Communion 

Readings 

Joel 2:1-2,12-17  

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 

John 8:1-11 

Collect 

Almighty and everlasting God, 

you hate nothing that you have made 

and forgive the sins of all those who are penitent: 

create and make in us new and contrite hearts 

that we, worthily lamenting our sins 

and acknowledging our wretchedness, 

may receive from you, the God of all mercy, 

perfect remission and forgiveness; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever 

 

18th February 1st Sunday of Lent 

Matins 

Genesis 9:8-17 

1 Peter 3:18-22 

Mark 1:9-15 
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Collect 

Heavenly Father, 

your Son battled with the powers of darkness, 

and grew closer to you in the desert: 

help us to use these days to grow in wisdom and prayer 

that we may witness to your saving love 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

25th February 2nd Sunday of Lent 

Holy Communion 

Readings 

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

Romans 4:13-25 

Mark 8:31-38 

Collect 

Almighty God, 

by the prayer and discipline of Lent 

may we enter into the mystery of Christ’s sufferings, 

and by following in his Way 

come to share in his glory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

RIVENHALL PARISH COUNCIL 
NOTES OF MEETING HELD 9th JANUARY 2018 

Present: Cllrs. Abbott (Chairman), Wright, Knubley, Anderson, Clark, 

Turner and Prime. 

Also present: Parish Clerk, Cllr. K Bowers and 1 resident. 

Public Forum 

The following matters were brought to members’ attention: 

* Proposed housing development on Rickstones Road. 

* Litter problems at the rear of the Village Hall – the 

Clerk will request the litter picker to give this area 

some attention. At the February meeting to consider 

the employment of an additional litter picker. 

* An abandoned vehicle remains on the Village Hall car 

park – BDC to be asked to get this removed. 

* Flooding had been reported along the footway opposite 

Rickstones Farmhouse after the recent heavy rainfall. 
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This will be investigated but is thought to be water 

coming off the fields. 

Matters for discussion 

i. Solar powered light for Rickstones Road footway (raised 

section) 

  This matter was deferred pending investigation now that 

the shrubbery has been cut back.  A request for a new 

light would have to go to the BDLHP. 

ii. Custom made speed signs for wheelie bins 

It was unanimously agreed that an order be made for 

48 of the 30mph self-adhesive, reflective vinyl stickers 

to be made available to residents. 

iii. BDC Governance Review 

BDC proposals are now subject to a further period of 

public consultation between 1st January 2018 and 28th 

February. It was agreed to hold a pre-meeting open dis-

cussion starting at 7.30pm prior to the February council 

meeting to enable residents to express their views re-

garding the boundary change proposals. 

Note: All Rivenhall residents should have received a let-

ter from BDC about the boundary consultation which 

proposes that the Rivenhall Park development become 

part of Witham and that the existing and proposed in-

dustrial land at Eastways (along the A12) also becomes 

part of Witham. 

iv. Annual Report and Annual Parish Assembly 

The Annual Parish Assembly will be held on Tuesday 1st 

May at Rivenhall Village Hall. The Annual Report will be 

prepared in advance and distributed towards the end of 

April. Copies of the report will be required for the new 

residents of the Rivenhall Park development. 

The Clerk will collate all the general information relative 

to the council, including the phasing out of the BDC Lo-

calism Grant, which has necessitated a rise in the annual 

precept. The Chairman will produce reports on all other 

aspects of council activity and an update concerning the 

Rivenhall Airfield waste site. 
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Invitations to attend will be sent to Rivenhall Primary 

School; Greenfields Housing; BDC and the Witham constit-

uency MP. 

v. To consider whether or not agendas etc can be distributed 

via e-mail 

As a small cost-saving measure the Clerk suggested that, 

in future, all meeting agendas and associated documents 

be forwarded to Members via e-mail. 

It was agreed that, as far as possible, this system be 

adopted. 

vi. Highway & PRoW matters 

* Henry Dixon Road A12 underpass pump – Highways 

England and ECC are to hold a meeting to look at pos-

sible solutions to the repeat flooding. 

* The concrete bollards at the junction of Henry Dixon 

Road and Oak Road are to be replaced with cast iron 

half-bell bollards designed to deflect HGVs – anticipat-

ed during February. 

* As soon as the A12 route announcement is made 

(expected before March), the Chairman will be re-

questing to speak again with the ECC Cabinet Member 

for Highways regarding both the HGV problems at the 

railway bridge and the weight restriction extension bid 

for Oak Road. 

* PRoW RIV.60 will remain closed until 30th July 

due to the development of Rivenhall Park. 

* Significant flooding occurred at the Rickstones Road 

and Oak Road junction due to blocked gullies and 

drains, which were subsequently cleared by ECC. 

* Streetlight damaged in Rivenhall End, possibly by a 

HGV – the Chairman has reported this to ECC as an 

urgent item. 

* Damage to the footway outside nos. 1-7 Church Road 

and around the corner into St. Mary’s Road represents 

a health and safety issue and will be reported to ECC. 

vii. General maintenance 
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* The Rowan Tree outside 1 Foxmead has been cut 

down. Cllr. Clark will try to find out by whom and for 

what reason. A replacement tree will be considered 

at the February meeting. 

* The Beech hedge at the rear of the recycling site 

needs to be trimmed back – the Clerk will request 

the maintenance contractor to do this work. 

* A larger litter bin is required at the recycling site – 

the Clerk will request BDC provide this. 

Planning Results 

17/02157/FUL Empire Diner, London Road – Change of use-

to car hire/sales. 

 Application withdrawn. 

Ongoing Planning Issues 

i. A12 & A120 Projects 

A12 – There will be a Community Forum meeting at 

Feering on 30th January. The route announcement is 

still expected before March. 

  A120 – ECC recommendations are still awaited. 

ii. Waste site 

A public meeting organised by the campaign group PAIN 

to be chaired by the local Witham MP Priti Patel on 12th 

January at Spring Lodge Community Centre. 

BDLHP 

The latest information remains as per the December Minutes. 

The next Panel meeting is on 18th January 

Finance matters 

To formally agree the Budget and Precept figures for 2018/19 

It was unanimously agreed that the Council’s Budget for 2018/19 

be confirmed at £12,776 and the Precept for 2018/19 be confirmed 

at £11,000, leaving a possible shortfall of £1,776 to be met from 

existing balances. 

Information exchange and items for the February agenda 

 * Another crash at the Church Road/Park Road bend. 
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 * Winter salt bag scheme – agenda item for February. 

 * The RPFA AGM is 15th January. 

Ten minute public feedback 

 * 30 mph signs along Oak Road off the A12. 

Dates of future meetings 

Tuesdays 6th February at Rivenhall Village Hall and 6th March 

at The Henry Dixon Hall, both at 8pm.  

Note: Prior to the 6th February meeting there will be a pre-

meeting open discussion starting at 7.30pm for residents to 

view the BDC proposals for boundary changes between With-

am and Rivenhall parish. The Parish Council will take full con-

sideration of the views of residents before deciding its re-

sponse to BDC. 

Suffolk Cakes 

Lemon flavoured, light textured sponge buns 

 2 oz butter 

 4 oz castor sugar 

 2 eggs, separated 

 2 oz self raising flour 

 Finely grated rind of a small lemon 

Set oven to Gas 6, 200 c 

Warm the butter in a saucepan, until it is just liquid. 

Whisk the egg whites until they stand in soft peaks. 

Beat the yolks in a bowl, add the sugar and lemon rind, then fold in 

the egg whites  

with a metal spoon.  Stir the melted butter and flour into the egg 

mixture and beat well. 

Divide the mixture evenly between paper bun cases.  The recipe 

made 12 small cakes, 10 would be better. Bake for 12 -15 mins until 

the cakes are golden and springy to the touch.  As the cakes cool, 

their tops will flatten. 

They were easy to make and quite lemony.  I would probably put 

some basic glace icing on them, made with sieved icing sugar and 

lemon juice. 
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From Margaret Martin 

Shortly before my 71st birthday I bought two bottles of wine in 

Halstead Co-op. I said to lady at the checkout “I am over Eighteen” 

and she asked could you show me something to prove it?” I thought 

for a second and then said “I could show you my bus pass” and we 

both burst out laughing. 

And a recommendation:- 

“Life On the Deben” DVD 

You may have seen this programme featured on BBC Look East? At 

my request I was given this DVD as a Christmas present and found it 

fascinating. Very good value for the £12 it cost!. It last for over 100 

minutes and needs to be ordered  on line. We live near enough to 

Woodbridge and Felixstowe to make this DVD seem especially inter-

esting I think. 

Sky Notes February 2018 

While January had two Full Moons – both of them 

“Supermoons”, February has none at all ! That first Full Moon 

of the year, on the night of January 1st/2nd certainly lived up 

to the Supermoon title. Clear skies meant that its true bril-

liance could be enjoyed. As well as appearing bigger, it was 

30% brighter than normal – and close to the brightest it can 

be as seen from Essex. Measurements of the lunar brightness 

were taken in Rivenhall with a light meter. 

About a month after the Winter Solstice, in the last week of 

January, the Sun has climbed up high enough to feel warm 

again in the middle of the day, ending the 2 month period 

when its low altitude delivers only “thin winter sunshine”. 

Throughout February the Sun climbs higher at an accelerating 

rate and daylight draws out such that by the end of the month 

the Sun rises before 7am and sets after 5.30pm. 

New Moon is on the 15th meaning that the best nights for star 

gazing will be in mid-February. 

The bright orange coloured star Arcturus makes a welcome re-

turn to late evening skies, appearing in the North East before 

midnight. It can be found by following the curve of the tail of 

Ursa Major downwards. Arcturus is sometimes called the 
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“Herald of Spring”. 

Early risers can see three planets lined up in the pre-dawn 

skies this month. Jupiter leads the pack and is easily the 

brightest and will be in the South at around 6am. Mars is now 

brightening rapidly and can be seen to the left of Jupiter. The 

bright star Antares will be below Mars and helpfully the two 

objects are almost exactly the same brightness and reddish 

colour - which explains why Antares was so named; translat-

ed as “Rival to Mars”. Saturn will be lower down and to the 

left of Mars and may not be seen until nearer the end of Feb-

ruary as it climbs out of the morning twilight. 

In January, Nature magazine published an article entitled 

‘The dark side of light: how artificial lighting is harming the 

natural world’. The steady erosion of the natural starry night 

sky has long been a concern for astronomers, but now there 

is also increasing scientific evidence about how the loss of 

natural night darkness across the world is disturbing a variety 

of species including crickets, moths and bats and may be im-

plicated in the apparent collapse of insect populations.  

Whilst the emergence of LED lighting saves significant 

amount of energy, the use of white LEDs could be adding to 

ecological impacts as it contains blue light, which is particu-

larly harmful to nocturnal species. Less harmful amber col-

oured LEDs are available but councils are almost all using 

white. Another issue is the wide availability of relatively low 

cost domestic LEDs that are increasingly not just being used 

to provide functional lighting for access needs, but merely for 

‘effect’, such as up-lighting trees. This trend could be directly 

disturbing habitat for bats, owls and night roosting birds. The 

Government’s newly published 25 Year Environment Plan ref-

erences the problem of light pollution and the need to protect 

nocturnal species such as bats. Departmental officials have 

said that the Government is committed to tackling these is-

sues and a review is being undertaken over the next few 

months to look at potential new policy in this area. 

Sky Watcher 
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End to End Nature Care. 

At our 17th January evening indoor meeting we were presented 

with a very interesting talk by Silver End resident and group mem-

ber Julia Todd on her recent travels in Corsica. The island of Corsi-

ca sits on the western side of the Tyrrhenian Sea, part of the Medi-

terranean, and although closer to Italy it is one of the 18 regions of 

France. Conversely, the larger island of Sardinia just to the south, 

separated from Corsica by the Strait of Bonifacio which is less than 

10 miles wide, is a region of Italy. 

Corsica, although relatively small (it is the fourth largest island in 

the Mediterranean after Sicily, Sardinia and Cyprus, is very moun-

tainous and quite unspoilt, with few roads, Julia describing how 

nearly half of the island is designated as regional nature reserves 

and that specific legislation exists to prevent new development im-

pinging too much on the inherently wild nature of the landscape, 

both inland and on the coastline. Julia was travelling with Nature-

trek, a company which runs guided trips specifically designed to 

appeal to those with a keen interest in nature, and although many 

of her group were primarily ornithologists Julia’s overriding interest 

was in the botany of the island and she was richly rewarded. 

It was intriguing to learn that although Julia’s trip straddled April 

and May, the weather overall was not terribly hot, indeed some-

times it was rather chilly and there were rainy spells too. This rep-

resents the best time to catch the local herbaceous plants in flower 

however, before the hot summer sun scorches them. Julia reeled 

through such a variety of photographs she had taken of the vast 

number of different plant species she saw, just about all of them in 

flower and many of them endemic to Corsica (e.g. Corsican Stork’s

-bill, Corsican Knotgrass, Corsican Sea Lavender, Corsican Nettle, 

Corsican Hellebore, Corsican Speedwell, Corsican Violet (which was 

yellow!) and Corsican Woundwort, to name just some). There were 

several orchids too, such as Wedge-lipped, Provence, Early Spider, 

Man, Violet Bird’s-nest, Pink Butterfly and the Small-flowered 

Tongue Orchid. 

As well as the mind-boggling diversity of plants there were many 

other highlights Julia noted. She has a fascination with lizards and 

had photographed several handsome examples of both the Italian 

and Corsican Wall Lizards and Begriaga’s Rock Lizard; she was also 

fortunate enough to see a specimen of the spectacular local am-

phibian, the Corsican Fire Salamander. Her ornithological col-

leagues evidently produced impressive lists of bird sightings and 
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even though her focus was primarily on the ground Julia was able 

to show us photographs she has taken of the Corsican Nuthatch, a 

beautiful colourful Bee-eater, Woodchat Shrike and the classic Hoo-

poe. All in all it was a fascinating and wonderfully illustrated talk. 

Diary dates: full details are below but if you would like to know 
more then please check our website www.e2e.silverend.org or ring 
Simon on 01621 810141 or 07947 388180. Our evening meetings 
are held at Silver End Bowls Club pavilion on Broadway and there is 
a charge of £2 on the door which also covers refreshments. The 
summer activities commence on 25th April with the now traditional 
cowslip count; this will be the 19th consecutive year we have done 
it.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weds 21st 
February 

8 pm 

“Biological Recording” by Simon Taylor. Simon is 
involved in County and National recording schemes 
and will give a talk and demonstration showing how 
everyone can get involved. 

Weds 21st 
March 

8 pm 

“Managing a Lowland Heath on the Essex Tiptree 
Ridge”: a talk by local expert Fred Boot who has 
been involved in the conservation effort at the heath 
for several decades. 

Weds 25th 
April 

7:15p
m 

Cowslip Count: Meet in the car park for Tarecroft 
Wood on Rickstones Road. 

 

Donations from the Pet 

Service in October 2017 

Some of you may remember  We 

collected nearly £50.00 at the pet 

service this year, and the PCC 

agreed to send the money to a 

monkey sanctuary. A friend of 

Ann Clarke’s  is there now. it is at 

NWAMITWA, in LIMPOPO, South 

Africa. She funds herself to go, 

and took our money with her. The 

sanctuary collects baby monkeys 

whose mums have been shot, and 

takes in adolescents who need 

help. the picture is Ann Clarke’s  

friend, Anna and some of the 

monkeys she is helping.  

http://www.e2e.silverend.org
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Scottish Country Dancing 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

Comencing 9th JANUARY , 7.30 -10pm EVERY OTHER MONDAY  (EG 

9TH/23RD JAN 6TH/20TH FEB 6TH/20TH MARCH 3RD/17TH/31ST APR 

Great for fitness and a good laugh too! 

Call Sue on 01206 303338 
 

Rivenhall Carpet Bowls 

Rivenhall Village Hall Every Thursday 7.30pm – 10pm 

Come along for an evening of fun with this friendly club. 
 

The Ark 

It's Open House at Rivenhall Village Hall 

Meets most Saturdays 2pm - 4pm (see calendar for exceptions) 

Come along with friends for Tea, Coffee & Cake 

Have fun with Arts, Crafts & Puzzles 

Meet new friends, all ages welcome 

Sponsored by the Seventh Day Adventist Church 

Tel: 07538 599584 or email info@rivenhallark.co.uk 
 

Coffee Morning 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

Every Friday 9am – 12 noon 

Tea, coffee, cake and a chat with friends 
 

Table Tennis 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

2nd &4th Monday of the Month 

1.30 pm – 4.30pm, Entry £3 

Membership of Witham and Braintree U3A required £15 pa 

visit the Witham and Braintree U3A website or for 

further information please 

call Gerry Gunton 01621 819682 

or email guntongerry@aol.com or visit the table tennis page on the 

village hall website www.rivenhallvillagehall.co.uk 

Bingo! 

Saturdays 7.30pm - 9.30pm 

Rivenhall Village Hall, Entry 

50p 

Everyone Welcome 

Call Jack on 01376 514255 

Riventots Pre-school 
Rivenhall Village Hall (Term Time) 

Monday – Thursday 8.30am – 

3.30 p.m (Mon 9.15–1.30) 

Lunch if required 12 noon – 1pm 

Call Ruth on 078 111 04813  

or email r.clary@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:r.clary@tiscali.co.uk
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Philip Little 

Property Maintenance Magician 
 

Local service at local prices 

Knowledgeable and friendly 
 

07973 129808 or 01376 515257 
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Beautiful Rooms For Rent In 
Witham & Braintree 

We have 4 Lovely houses  

2 in Witham—2 in Braintree 

With and Without en-suites 

£90—£130 per Week  

(All inclusive of Rates, Light, Heat, and with 

Broadband) 

See our Website:- www.jbwpartners.co.uk 

Or Call 

John      Mavis   Michelle 
07850 161629       07714 579783       07966 323914 

G. COLLINS & SONS 

An Independent Family  
Company Established 1893 

01376 583750 

GCSFD.UK 
ENQUIRIES@GCSFD.UK 
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HELP WITH 

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 

RICHARDS 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

01376 513114 

78 Newland Street, Witham, CM8 1AH  

From advice on how to register a death to making all the 

arrangements, we’re here 24 hours a day.  
 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 

A British Owned Company www.dignityfuneral.co.uk 
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Is your PC feeling poorly? Has it caught a virus? 

For all your PC ailments including: 

 Virus Prevention, Detection & removal 

 Broadband, Wireless & Firewall Set-up 

 Internet / Email Set-up & Security 

 Hardware Repairs and Upgrades 

 Software Faults and Crashes 

 Backup Solutions and Data Recovery 

 Web Design & Computer Training 

 Software Installation & Removal 

 Hardware & Software Supplied 

 

Call the PC Doctor 

REYNOLDS 

CARPENTRY SERVICES 

For all Carpentry, Joinery 

& Cabinet Making Requirements 
 

CSCS Registered 

30 Years Experience 

4 Years Apprenticeship 

City & Guilds and 

Advanced City & Guilds Qualified 

Free estimates – No obligation 

All building work considered 

Can also make items to order  

also 

'curtain poles, tiling, flat packs, 

kitchens, doors, sheds etc, no jobs 

too small' 
 

Contact 01376 515987 or 

07889 110962 (9am – 5.30pm) 

Answer phone at other times 

SpeedyBroadband.co.uk 

 Sick Computers my 
Speciality 
 

 Home Networking Problems 
Sorted Out 

 Computer Viruses Removed 

 Operating System Upgrades 

 Upgrade to Windows 10 

 

FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY AND 
QUOTATION CONTACT  

Peter Hope  

peterhope@speedybroadband.co.uk 

Tel: 01376 502605  

Mob: 07904 235101 

Website 

www.speedybroadband.co.uk 
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Jeremy Larke 

Television 

services 

 
 
 
Telephone: 01376 513645 
Mobile: 07947 601619 
Email: telerepair@aol.com 

All Television Systems Catered 

for Freesat, Freeview, Sky  

 

 Installations & Repairs To all makes and 

models 

 Full Plasma & LCD Fitting Service 

 Wall Mount Brackets Supplied and Fitted 

 Aerial & Satellite Dishes Fitted 

 Freeview, Freesat & European Channels 

 View and Control Your Sky in Other 

Rooms 

 Aerial and Telephone Extension Points 

Installed 

 

Don’t Delay Call Today 

Janet C Davies 
Dip. F.D. M.B.I.F.D 

BRAINTREE & KELEVEDON’S LADY FUNERAL 

DIRECTOR 

Offering a full and Comprehensive Funeral Service 
 

Telephone 01376 339300 

For a Personal and Caring 24 hour service 
Local Chapel of Rest at Fern House 72 Coggeshall Road Braintree and 

Victoria House, Trews Gardens, Kelvedon 

Funerals are arranged and carried out in the Traditional Manner but 

With ‘The Gentle Touch’ 
 

Pre payment Plans available—Floral Tributes arranges—Woodland Burials 

Bereavement Care—Low Cost Simplicity Funerals - Memorials—Printing 

Catering—DWP Funerals 

Part of the Hunnaball Family Group 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 
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Feering Flower Club   
 

Do you love flowers? 

Why not come along and join us for one of our meetings held on the 

3rd Tuesday of each month at Feering Community Centre 7pm for 

7.30pm 

Entry non-members £7 members £4.50 
 

 Watch a demonstrator 

 Friendly chat and exchange ideas 

 Sale Table 

 Refreshments 
 

For more information contact 

Sue Banting 01376 571050 

Pat Clark 01376 512418 

www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk 

http://www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk
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DAVE’S PLUMBING 

SERVICES 

Taps, Radiators, 

 

Bathroom Suites & 

 

General Plumbing 

 

Tel: 01376 501577 

Mobile: 07973 306693 

ANGLIA TREE SERVICES 

Specialist tree surgery 

Residential & Commercial Customers 

CROWN REDUCTION  FELLING  TOPPING  

HEDGE TRIMMING  ALL GARDEN WORK  

STUMP GRINDING 

For a quick, tidy and friendly service call: 

Tel: 01621 892831 

7 DAYS A WEEK EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLEFULLY INSURED 

Surgery Opening hours 

Monday to Saturday for appointments 

 CARING FOR THE PETS OF WITHAM AND 

THE SURROUNDING AREA FOR 25 

SPECIAL O.A.P. SURGERY THURSDAYS  

CAT ONLY CLINIC WEDNESDAYS  

Late night surgery Wednesday till 8pm 

62 Braintree Rd Witham 

 Tel: 01376 500038 

www.brookendvets.co.uk 
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RIVENHALL GARDENING CLUB 

The Club's first meeting of the year will be in Rivenhall village 

hall on Tuesday 13th February 2018 at 7.30pm. The speaker 

will be Jackie Allen who will talk about her recent Travels in 

China. The competitions will be: Horticultural — a bowl of 

flowering bulbs. Domestic — 3 cup cakes for Valentines Day. 

Flower of the Month. Entrance is £1 to include refreshment. The 

Club celebrates 55 years in 2018 and new members and visitors 

are always welcome. The annual subscription is £5 and for 

further information about the Club's activities contact the Club 

Secretary on 01376 512781. 

The December 2017 meeting was a Christmas get together and 

members enjoyed a fun quiz won by the Braintree table, a 

grand tombola and a raffle for a festive hamper, donated by 

Betty and won by Brian Cradwick. A bring and share buffet was 

enjoyed and the successful bid for the floral table arrangement 

came from Lilian. The Domestic class in the monthly Club 

competitions was won by Jenny Clayden with Karen Dakin 

coming second. On a sombre note the Club was sad to report 

that Dot Taylor had passed away on 26th November, aged 

93years. Dot and her late husband Cyril had been members of 

the Gardening Club since its inception in1963 and Dot was made 

a life member of the Club in 2014. She always played an active 

part in the Club and the village and she will be sadly missed 

both as a member and a friend. 

At the November 2017 meeting Rebecca Moore spoke to us on 

the History and Conservation Work of Colchester Zoo. It was an 

excellent and very interesting talk which was thoroughly 

enjoyed by all present. It ranged from the ancient Egyptians 

who kept exotic animals as a sign of power and wealth, through 

to the Romans who also kept them for entertainment, to 

medieval times where animals were kept as commodities and in 

the most dreadful conditions. There have been royal collections 

and travelling circuses. The first zoological garden was opened 

in 1778 in Vienna for Sunday visiting by `suitable persons'. The 

first London Zoo was opened in 1826 and for the benefit of the 

general public in 1847. From small beginnings in 1963, the 

Colchester Zoo came to Stanway and is the largest private zoo 

in the country with 260 different species of animals and 60 zoo 

keepers. It has won many awards and has a strong basis of 
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conservation with a very successful breeding programme. To 

assist in this animals are moved between Zoos around the world 

but particularly within Europe. The Umphafa private nature 

reserve in South Africa was established in 2005 by the Zoo's 

charity, Action for the Wild and a large number of animals have 

been released into their natural environment. The Zoo also 

works with schools with a view to interesting the conservationists 

of the future. Rebecca had an enormous amount of information 

to impart to us but it was certainly of great interest and inspired 

many questions. 

The Club sends good wishes to you all for the coming year and 

we look forward to seeing you at our meetings. 

The Life of a Marconi Field Service Engineer 

By Peter Hope 

I joined Marconi at New Street in June 1973 having completed my 

university degree at Brunel in Uxbridge I applied for jobs with many 

organisations. Marconi as might surprise many readers offered the 

highest salary.! I think from what I heard they had made 

redundancies the year before and following the award of many new 

contracts in the fledgling North Sea Oil Industry were to say the 

least short-staffed.  

I decided that I wanted to work in the field so I began the Marconi 

graduate apprentice scheme which provided training in many 

practical things such as making metal casting , soldering copper 

pipework. Electrical wiring all skills that have helped me in my 

domestic life as well as my professional career. One memorable 

item I made was a hydraulic car jack. However the oil seal were not 

particularly good so the heaviest thing it could lift was a matchbox. 

After the apprenticeship which lasted 12 months my first 

assignment was to a North sea Oil rig called the Beryl Alpha 

operated by Mobil Oil. My first trip there was in October 1974. This 

involved a flight to Aberdeen and then a helicopter ride to the 

platform. The first part of the Journey was to Aberdeen and I was 

travelling with another Engineer who was going to the famous Piper 

Alpha platform. After a night in a hotel called the Skean Dhu we 

both headed to Dyce Airport for a flight to Sumburgh Head in the 

Shetland Isles. We were travelling on different flights and it was 

very windy. The pilot of the other plane which I believe was a DH 

Dart Herald. Came in and said to those waiting we will not be flying 
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today it is too windy.  

So I waited and a while later our pilot came in and said “right you 

lot” on the plane. Now this was no ordinary plane but a famous 

wartime DC3 with an aluminum bucket in the back serving as a 

toilet. 

Thinking this could be my second and last flight I was fortunate to 

sit next to a helicopter pilot who convinced me that the DC3 was one 

of the best planes in poor weather conditions. Nevertheless the 

wingover to line up with the runway at Sumburgh looked to me like 

we were going to ditch in the sea with the plane vibrating like a 

fairground ride. However all was well and we were soon on the 

ground! 

Next came my first helicopter ride probably a Sikorsky S61 this had 

18 seats and took us on to the Beryl Alpha Platform about 170 

kilometers off shore. To say that going to Aberdeen and the 

Shetland isles in those times was like the Klondike or a scene from 

aStar Wars movie is an understatement.  Helicopters buzzed 

everywhere people rushed around and drilling rigs could be seen 

across the bay. Flying in a helicopter was not the health and safety 

experience it is today. My colleagues who went to rigs in the early 

80’s had to go for training to escape from a sinking helicopter that 

had ditched in the sea this involved escaping from a mock helicopter 

in a swimming pool wearing a wet suit.  

No special suits for us that day just a High Vis jacket and most 

importantly ear defenders. On one trip back I forgot mine so I 

improvised using two Cigarette butts however after the flight I 

couldn't remove one of them and ended up with a trip to the doctors 

on my return for a syringing! We arrived for our fortnight on the 

Beryl Alpha platform. We slept four to a room in bunks but the food 

was unbelievably good. We could have T-Bone steak for breakfast 

pancakes maple syrup with fresh cream and ice cream I had never 

seen so much top notch food in my life!! It was two weeks on and 

two weeks off , life was not so bad! 

My next project was to carry out a Radio propagation survey in 

South Africa. This was my first overseas work trip. It was 1976 the 

year of the great heatwave in the UK most of which I missed 

spending it on a hill at a place called Zeerust in the North West 

province of South Africa.   

For the next three months my hotel was a tent (see Picture) and 
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my time was spent tending to our radio transmission equipment 

along with another engineer Gary Goodchild. It was winter and 

although temperatures during the day were in the 60’s at night it 

fell to—3 or 4. The  Highveld in the North West Territories  is 

between 1300 and 1600 m above sea level so higher than the top 

of Ben Nevis . 

We were accompanied for security by a small group of army 

soldiers and had basic mod cons such as a portable toilet and a 

Fridge freezer also of some importance a 3 kw electric fan heater 

for the nights.  

Gary and I took it in turns to have one night a week at a hotel in 

Mafeking where we could have a hot bath and a good meal. 

However we learnt that BBQ’ing was the way to go. We cooked  

the most delicious (and enormous)  fillet Steaks on our improvised 

grill. 

After three months I returned to the UK just in time to enjoy the 

end of that long hot and balmy summer this included an enjoyable 

holiday in Scotland on the East cost of Perthshire where the 

beeches were warm like the Mediterranean with hardly a soul 

about.  

I was soon back on Oil Rig duty my next project involved an 

oilfield off the Norwegian cost called the Ekofisk run by the Philips 

petroleum oil company. We travelled by Helicopter from Stavanger 

Hanging in a basket over the North sea in November and 

the Hotel in South Africa  home for 3 months. 
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in Norway out to the platforms.  Safety was becoming more 

important and we now had to wear wet suits when on board the 

helicopter. I was a bit apprehensive about the trip as one of the 

platforms in the complex had had a blow out a few weeks before 

and the platform was shown on the news with oil spraying 

everywhere but fortunately it didn't catch fire. The well had been 

capped so all was apparently well.  

In those days the oil rigs were staffed exclusively by men so it was 

to my surprise that on boarding the helicopter I was sitting next to 

a rather attractive blonde lady. It turned out she was part of the 

accident investigation team and was the first woman apart from 

Margaret Thatcher to have travelled to a North Sea Oil platform. 

When we arrived on the platform the surfaces were all covered in 

greasy foam left from the blow out shows how times have changed 

n one would be allowed out there for months in current times. 

In next month magazine I will continue with my next mission in 

the Gulf State of Oman. Peter Hope Editor 

Turning the pages of History 
Research by Tracy Scott 

February 26th 1941…a date old timers of Rivenhall will not forget.  

This was the date a parachuted mine in a field about fifty yards 

from the Church at night.  In the Rivenhall Review of 1966 Mr. 

Sidney Gurton recalls some of the events that took place 25 years 

earlier. 

Sidney, had recently found a jagged lump of metal in the stubble in 

the field behind his garden.  This was a fragment of the casing of 

the mine that had landed and exploded in the next field opposite.  

Although some of the memories were distance of that night he 

remembered  only things like clouds of soot billowing from the 

fireplaces; the search for the second mine and being found by the 

police in the immediately behind the house, and the subsequent 

hurried evacuation of all the residents of Church Road…down to 

kind friends in the safety of Rivenhall End.  In the morning three 

Royal Navy experts de-fused the mine.  Sid recalls watching them 

through field glasses from the Oak.  When all was clear it was put 

onto a lorry…all eight foot long of it! 

1979 February from End to End magazine We were given an update 

of the Organ Fund.  The organ-builder had been paid the total of 

£4,600.00 so far.  With much fundraising to come during the year it 
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will keep us all busy. 

In the same magazine it was also reported that St. Francis floor 

had been strengthened just before last Christmas, at a cost of £54.  

The floor in proximity of the organ no longer bounces up and down 

when you walk on it. 

Dot Taylor A life Remembered 
 
As many of you know Dorothy Taylor (nee Harvey) passed away 

on the 26th November last year.  Thou much expected of anyone 

aged 93…but much unexpected on how it happened for someone 

whom loved life so much. 

Below is given the Tribute that was read out by Reverend Paul 

Watkin on the 8th January. 

Dorothy was born on the 28th August 1924 at Hoo Hall Cottages to 

parents Fanny and Willie Harvey and sister to George, Frances, 

Violet and Alice.  At that time, the cottages were split into 5 

instead of the three that there are now.  She recalled recently 

about her parents putting up the Christmas Tree when they were 

asleep on the Eve to come down to see it decorated and with 

candle lights that clipped on to the branches.   

A few years later they moved to 7 Oak Road (now 122) where her 

niece still lives today.  With her sisters Violet and Alice they had 

snail races across the road in front of the house…making sure that 

the butchers van etc.., would not run over there prized snails!  The 

sisters would often walk miles, following the hunt from The Fox 

this time of year, which often went toward Braxted and Tiptree.  

On a few occasions in the winter, when the water lake froze over 

at Braxted Park, there would be a church service on the lake, with 

music and lanterns.  Sunday afternoons in the good weather, the 

family would walk around the allotments which were where Henry 

Dixon Hall is now.  And of course Sundays meant Stop Me and Buy 

One…and a Penny Snow every time was Dot’s favourite!  On 

summer evenings the neighbours would all come out to their front 

doorstep with musical instruments and in good voice and sing 

together. 

Dot was one of the first children to attend Bramston School…and 

often getting the cane!  One occasion was when they were learning 

to wash clothes and were in pairs, holding a bath like holder of 

water when her and her friend did not listen to the teacher which 

way round they should go…turned and of course went into the 
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others and water was everywhere! 

Dot helped her Farther with his job as a thatcher, helping lay the 

reeds in place on the buildings, but mainly throughout her working 

life she done land work…but for a while she worked as a domestic 

help at Roslyn House, which is next to the now library in Newland 

Street.  She remembers they had a gas stove that was very 

temperamental and you only had to look at it and the gas would 

come on.  

During the war Dot helped out her Uncle, Tom Harvey who lived at 

Bowers Hall Farmhouse.  Dot often recalled the inside of this building 

with its large fire place and the geese out in the yard which use to 

chase her!  One of her main jobs was to milk the cows and make the 

butter.  She would also assist the local Warden at night time…making 

sure NO lights were showing and everything was safe in the area. 

Romance with Cyril came about at the bar in the White Hart at 

Witham around 1947.  Cyril came from Coggeshall and each other 

would cycle either one way or another.  To make sure her hands did 

not get cold in the winter he gave her some gauntlets style gloves 

with leather pads and a teddy bear type fur…we have still got them!  

Marriage took place at Rivenhall Church on 27th November 1948 and 

what a foggy day!  Dot said you could not see anything.  Her 

bridesmaid niece Margaret recalls that the car nearly hit a bus on the 

way to church because it was so thick.     

After their marriage they moved in for about a couple of years with 

Dot’s sister Frances and family at 103ª Newland Street and Linda 

was born in August 1949.  1950 they moved back to Rivenhall to 5 

Brown Row where Barbara was born November 1950.   

During this time and before, Dot work very much on the land for her 

Uncle Tom Harvey, Mr. Brice and Mr. Fairhead.  In the 1950’s up to 

the 90’s she worked for Mr Arthur Saunders at Burgey Brook Farm.  

This was a deep litter Chicken farm suppling fresh dressed chickens 

and eggs.  Christmas of course Turkeys.  Dot would hand dress each 

chicken ready for the table with giblets!  

In 1960 Dot became live in Caretaker of the Workmen’s Hall.  This 

wonderful 1870’s building given to the village by Dr. Henry Dixon for 

the workmen.  Many happy memories were made in this home.  In 

1964 Dot and Cyril became parents again to a daughter Tracy which 

made the family complete.  In 1965 the London Road was starting to 

be made into the A12, which meant not only the Workmen’s Hall but 
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many other properties were demolished for the change into a dual 

carriage way.  So Dot and family went back to where her life begun 

at Hoo Hall Cottages while Henry Dixon Hall was completed.   

Another change happened in the family when the A12 was built the 

Chapel next to where the BP garage is now closed. Dot and family 

always went there ever since she was a child. So they started to 

attend Rivenhall Church on a weekly basis. Already old friends with 

Albert Scott they started up the Churchyard Gang which as we know 

carries on today.  Of course the ride on mower has replaced the 

sickle.  One of the main passions were the wildflowers that grow in 

the grounds.  She was so delighted a few years ago when we came 

across well over 100 baby toads that had hatched in the wildflower 

patch behind the vestry. 

It is now 50 years since the Taylor family moved into Henry Dixon 

Hall and with the love of gardening Dot had lots to keep her busy 

and spent many happy hours doing and planning.  Her greatest love 

was growing for the May Fayres that were held at Henry Dixon Hall.  

Started in 1978 with Albert Scott to raise money for the Organ Fund 

the event  raised £140.  Over the years money raised went towards 

different needs within the church.  The other event was the Annual 

Bazaar held at Silver End in November.  The week before the event 

the house would be full of veg, 

flowers, homemade produce and 

handmade articles…this she very 

much missed when it ended. 

Dot enjoyed taking part in the 

Rivenhall Gardening Club and 

often won awards…and keeping 

all her winning entry forms was a 

must! Up until recently when she 

was unable to sit so long she 

enjoyed  the Village Race Night 

and was thrilled when she was 

connected to one of the horses! 

I have covered many parts of her 

93 years of her life she loved, out 

of the many stories she has told 

me over the years.   I am sure 

many of you here today family 

and friends will have many 

       
        

 
 

 

Wednesday, 7th February  
7.30 p.m. 

The Small Hall 
Village Hall, Broadway  

 Silver End 
 

Teams up to six people, £2 per person 
      including tea, coffee and biscuits. 

You can bring your own drink and nibbles 
 

For further information about this and other events or  
general enquiries about SEHS contact us on: 

silverendheritagesociety@gmail.com or phone 01376 585702 
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special moments with my Mother that I am sure you will cherish 

over the years.  Daughter Tracy. 
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Organisations in Rivenhall 
 

Clerk to Parish Council Keith Taylor  516975 

Email parishclerk@rivenhallparishcouncil.net meets every first Tuesday 

Age Concern (Witham area) Margaret Prime 514255 

End to End Nature Care Simon Taylor 01621 810141  

Gardening Club Carole McCarthy 512781 

Meets on 2nd Tuesday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Carpet Bowls Mick Marshall 512836 

Meets every Thursday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Playing Fields Association Mick Marshall 01376 512836 

Spread Your Wings Dance Acam Laura Pearson 01376 741317  
 

Facilities 

Hire of Village Hall Pauline Marshall 01376 512836 

Or email rivenhallvillagehall@gmail.com  

Hire of Henry Dixon Hall Tracey Taylor 571551 

Mobile Library Feb Wed 14th , 28th Beech Road 4.10 to 4.30. p.m. 
 

Organisations in Silver End 
Clerk to Parish Council Mrs B. M. Temple 618464 

Email parishclerk@silverendparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Bowls Club Roy Howard 583222 

Children’s Centre Faye Savage 587960 

Neighbourhood Police Braintree Policing Dial 101 

Congregational Church Sharon Gray 583913 

Friendship Club Ruth Aitkin 583846 

Silver End Gad Abouts Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

Gardening Club Liz Woor 585586 

Guiding Group Carol Hutchings 07857 663959 

Neighbourhood Watch Judy Hill 07896 975839 

Scouting Group Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

St Mary’s Church (R.C.) Vivian Phillips 583598 

Tennis Club Jason Cairns 584581 

Workers Educational Assoc. Brian Gillion 583706 

Luncheon Club  Helen Thomson 583255 

Doctors Surgery   583387 

Silver End Heritage Society Jackie Nesbitt sec 585702 

Silver End United Football Club Mark Edgell  01376 584639 

Web Site www.silverendunitedfc.co.uk 

Womens Institute  Brenda Warnes 07931 548193 

Community Warden Jackie Windard 07785 515526 

Post Office in Co-op - please note that  it closes at Lunchtime 1-2pm 

Closes 1 pm Wednesday and 12.30 pm Saturday  

Library: Tues & Thurs - 2pm to 6pm  Saturday 9am to 1pm 



Here is Frozen Lake Ontario and 

when was the last time you saw 

Icicles like these? 

The History of Christingles.  

The idea of Christingles came from a Moravian Church in Germa-

ny in 1747. ... Missionaries brought the Moravian Church to Eng-

land in the 1700s. In Moravian churches, the Christingle Service 

is usually held on the Sunday before Christmas or on Christmas 

Eve.  

This year the Christingle service was held on the first Sunday in 

January 

The symbolism of Christingle 

Each piece of the Christingle holds 

special symbolism to help children 

understand  the importance of Jesus 

and the Gospel, and its relevance at 

Christmas time.   

 The orange represents the world 

 The red ribbon (or tape) symbolis-

es the love and blood of Christ 

 The sweets and dried fruit repre-

sent all of God’s creations 

 The lit candle represents Jesus’s 

light in the world, bringing hope to 

people living in darkness 




